'            CHAPTER  I.

THE  POSITION  OF WOMAN,  AS TAUGHT  IN  THE
SASTRAS.*

IT may appear strange in a work on the Hindu Religion
to treat specially of the position of woman. In Christian
countries, where she is the equal of man, this would not
be required. But in India, where very different con-
ditions prevail, which have the sanction of the Hindu
sacred writings, it is necessary to do so.

It is commonly asserted by Hindus, that the practice
of immuring their wives in prison-like apartments, arose
through fear of their Mussulman conquerors; that
under the rule of Mohamedan princes, their persons not
being safe, this system came into fashion. They admit
that even before that time they may not have had the
perfect liberty that their sisters in England enjoy ; but,
at the same time, they were not kept in the seclusion
they are to-day. This may to some extent be true.
But in the teaching of Manu, whose work was compiled
about 900 B.C., the origin of this system is found. The
Mussulman invasion was not the main cause of the
want of confidence in woman's honour. It may be
that it put the crown on the arch which was already
waiting, and tightened the chains in which woman
was already held.

* Calcutta jRcvtew, vol. xxxvi. p. 315.
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